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Clayhidon hall needs you! 


A PLEA has gone out to communities within the Black- 
down Hills to lend their support to a project to renovate 
the popular Clayhidon Parish Hall. 

The hall, which dates back to Victorian times, when is 
was used as a village school, is a popular entertainment 
venue for the community and is used by many organisa¬ 
tions. It has been used as a parish hall since the 1950s. 

The hall committee are in desperate need of funds to 
help get the extension and renovations project off the 
ground and have put out a plea to hall users to write in 
support of the project. 

The project, which aims to extend and modernise the 
main building, as well as improve the heating system, has 
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already gained planning approval from 
Mid Devon District Council, but the com¬ 
mittee are now seeking to secure funding 
for the project. 

They aim to do this through corporate 
sponsorship, but they need to demonstrate 
a strong community support for the 
scheme. 

An email sent to hall users from the 
committee said: “We are writing to every¬ 
one on the Clayhidon Parish Hall mailing 
list to beg this small favour: Would you 
please spare a few minutes to write a letter 
or email in support of our plans for im¬ 
proving the hall? 

“Mid Devon District Council have given 
the hall committee planning permission to 
extend and modernise the building. Our 
aim is to make it a warmer, more comfort¬ 
able, more useful and more versatile 
venue without changing the character of 
the building. 

“Now we must somehow pay for the 
work, and we are hoping to attract corpo¬ 
rate sponsorship, but if we are to succeed 
we must prove strong community support 
for the scheme. 

“It would greatly increase our chances if 
you wrote saying what the hall means to 
you and why you think the plans are a 


good idea. All the letters and emails we re¬ 
ceive will be included with our application 
for funding.” 

Gareth Weekes, parish hall chairman, 
added: “We have already received a 
tremendous response. There are so many 
people who recognise its value as a com¬ 
munity centre. But we need as much sup¬ 
port as possible.” 

To write in support of the hall email 
clayhidonhall@gmail.com or write to 
Gareth Weekes, Deadbeer, Clayhidon, 
Cullompton EX15 3PN. 

The project has already received the 
backing of Clayhidon Parish Council. 

Plans to improve the hall include a two- 
storey extension behind the stage, which 
will contain new toilets, a small meeting 
room/dressing room for visiting perform¬ 
ers and an upstairs area to house the parish 
archives. 

Funding is also being sought for other 
improvements including repairs to the 
roof, improving insulation, replacing the 
stage and creating a furniture store room. 

Land has also been generously donated 
by Russell and Caroline Bendle to provide 
13 additional parking spaces. 

For more details about the project visit 
www.clayhidon .org. 



■ PLYMTREE C of E Primary School, near Cullompton, raised £1,280 from a 
coffee morning, which will go to the school’s outdoor area and towards ICT equip¬ 
ment. 

The event was co-ordinated by teaching assistant Vicky Maycock and parents 
on the FOPs committee (friends of Plymtree school). 

Parents and staff brought in cakes, children donated prizes for the tombola and 
we had an extremely popular Chinese Raffle; prizes (pictured) were donated 
from parents and local businesses and were presented to the winners at the end 
of the coffee morning by Head of School Alex Cutler. 
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AONBs welcome new 
volunteer coordinator 

THE Blackdown Hills AONB has welcomed a new 
volunteer co-ordinator to its team for a day each 
week. 

Sammy Fraser will be working across Somerset’s 
three Areas of Outstanding Natural Beauty, devel¬ 
oping opportunities for volunteers to get involved 
with conserving and enhancing these special land¬ 
scapes. 

Her role will be to identify opportunities and train¬ 
ing for volunteers, to generate interest in volunteer¬ 
ing in the Blackdown Hills AONB, and to cultivate 
lasting links between local groups looking for vol¬ 
unteer support and people looking for volunteering 
opportunities. 

“Volunteering is such a great thing for people to 
do, especially in such beautiful areas. 

“We know that providing opportunities for people 
to volunteer can improve their mental and physical 
wellbeing and, at the same time, improve wildlife 
habitats and access for visitors,” Sammy said. 

This is a great example of the three AONBs in 
Somerset working together for the environment and 
for the community. 

And as the Blackdown Hills AONB spans both 
Devon and Somerset, Sammy’s remit locally will 
extend a little into Devon. 

Sammy is originally from Devon, growing up on 
Dartmoor near Tavistock, but has travelled around 
the UK for work. 

Her first conservation job was working for six 
months as a ranger at the Bird Observatory on Fair 
Isle (between Shetland and Orkney), experiencing 
some amazing wildlife in a very remote location. 

She has since worked for the RSPB in both Norfolk 
and Suffolk. 

Sammy worked with local communities in the 
Brecks in Norfolk to raise the profile of the area’s 
wildlife and heritage, while running events and pro¬ 
viding volunteering opportunities. 

More recently, Sammy worked with visitors and 
volunteers on reserves in the Exe Estuary, Labrador 
Bay and Aylesbeare in Devon. 

She has now moved to Taunton. 

The Blackdown Hills Area of Outstanding Natural 
Beauty are looking for volunteers. To register your 
interest in volunteering, get in touch with Sammy. 

If you’re involved with an organisation or local 
community group and would like to discuss volun¬ 
teer activities with Sammy, email sfraser@somer- 

set.gov.uk I THE volunteer coordinator Sammy Fraser 



Naturally 

healthy 

month 

GETTING outdoors into 
the natural world is good 
fun and great for our 
health. 

The month of May 
marks Naturally Healthy 
Month and its aim is to 
inspire people all to 
enjoy and benefit from 
the fantastic natural en¬ 
vironment. 

During Naturally 
Healthy Month there are 
plenty of events to get 
you out and about in the 
Blackdown Hills AONB 
experiencing the fresh 
air, spectacular views 
and wonderful wildlife. 

Here are just a few of 
the activities happening 
in the Blackdown Hills 
AONB during Naturally 
Healthy Month: 

• Art workshop on 
Thursday, May at the 
Museum of Somerset - 
particularly good for 
people with memory 
loss and those who may 
find it difficult to visit 
the Blackdown Hills. 

• Sing and stroll at Ot- 
terhead Lakes on Satur¬ 
day, May 6th - A singing 
walk at the serenely 
beautiful Otterhead 
Lakes. 

•Wellington Monument 
gentle walk on Sunday, 
May 7th - Enjoy the 
beautiful Blackdown 
Hills at a very gentle 
pace on this short stroll 
along the tree-lined ap¬ 
proach to Wellington 
Monument. 

• Dawn chorus walk on 
Saturday, May 13th - 
Rise and shine to experi¬ 
ence the dawn chorus at 
its best. 

Visit http://www.black- 
downhillsaonb .org .uk/ 
for more information on 
events. 


Defibrillator installed at village hall 


A JOINT project between All Saints Parish Council, 
near Axminster, and Devon County Council, has seen a 
defibrillator installed outside All Saints Village Hall for 
use in the event of an emergency, together with new 
lighting to make sure that it can be located quickly in 
case of need. 

Chairman of the council, Councillor Alistair Forbes, 
said: “I am delighted to support this wonderful initiative 
which used both Locality Funding and parish council 
reserves to purchase and install the unit, and also to pay 
for additional first aid training courses so that everyone 
can be a potential life-saver in the parish.” 

The unit is locked at all times but the access code can 
be obtained by calling 999, who will then assist the 
caller in locating and accessing the unit and co-ordinat¬ 
ing the attendance of paramedics and other first re¬ 
sponse personnel. 

All Saints Parish Council is also spearheading another 
project in conjunction with Chardstock Parish Council, 
Axminster Town Council, East Devon District Council, 
Devon County Council and the SW Ambulance service 
to purchase and install another four defibrillators in and 
around Axminster and Chardstock, providing a chain of 
defibrillators along the A358 corridor. 

Details of this scheme will be made available later in 
the year. 



■ FROM left Parish Clerk Paul Hayward, Councillors Jacqui Hubbard and Tony Nixon, Chair¬ 
man Councillor Alistair Forbes, Councillor Doreen Bale and Vice-Chairman, Councillor Robert 
Speed 
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Somerset’s first 
trampoline park to 
open in Wellington 


EXCITEMENT is grow¬ 
ing for the opening of 
Somerset’s first trampo¬ 
line park, as work on the 
new Flip Out in Welling¬ 
ton gets under way. 

The brand new 
£1.2million Flip Out is 
set to open at Chelston 
Business Park this sum¬ 
mer, creating 45 jobs. 

The 40,000 sq ft arena 
will feature a fun packed 
trampoline zone, which 
includes 75 inter-linked 
trampolines, two 

Olympic sized trampo¬ 
lines and a 20 metre tum¬ 
ble track. 

There will also be a 
ninja warrior course, bat¬ 
tle beams, foam pits, 
slam dunk, a dodgeball 
court and a dedicated 
free-running area. 

Younger visitors will be 
jumping for joy with a 
separate trampolining 
and free-running area 
specially created for 
under fives. 

The brand new Flip Out 
will also have two party 
rooms and its own cafe. 

Jeremy Appiah, general 
manager at Flip Out 
Somerset, said: “Tram¬ 


polining is great fun and 
it’s also a fantastic way to 
keep fit. 

“We are thrilled to be 
the first to introduce the 
trampolining concept to 
Somerset. 

“As well as trampolin¬ 
ing, the new Flip Out will 
have lots of other excit¬ 
ing features such as a 
ninja warrior course, bat¬ 
tle beams, a dodgeball 
court and free-running 
area. 

“I’m sure it will be a 
big hit with the people of 
Somerset.” 

The new Flip Out will 
be open every day from 
9am-9pm Sunday to 
Thursday and 9am - 
10pm on Friday and Sat¬ 
urday. 

Flip Out is the world’s 
fastest growing trampo¬ 
line park operator with 
more than 60 arenas in 
eight countries. 

Visit www.flipout 
.co.uk for bookings and 
further information. 

Find Flip Out Somerset 
on Facebook and Insta- 
gram or follow 
@FlipOutSomerset on 
Twitter. 


Ambitious plans for ‘little 
festival with the big heart’ 



WHEN three best friends living in the tiny village of 
Blackborough hatched a plan to bring a music festival 
to their community, little did they know how suc¬ 
cessful it would become. 

Now in its third year, the family- 
friendly Altitude Village Festival 
attracts a large local following 
and is beginning to make 
waves further afield with its 
commitment to bringing 
new, emerging independent 
and alternative music to the 
Blackdown Hills for all to 


enjoy. 

And it’s a secret more and 
more people are discover¬ 
ing, tucked away up in the 
Blackdowns, yet only 15 min¬ 
utes from Cullompton or Honi- 
ton, building on its continued 
success as the “little festival with a 
big heart”. 

The three men who devote much of their 
spare time to making the event come to life are school 
teacher Greg Bottrill, project manager Phil Doodson 
and building company owner Jon Hague. Together their 
shared passion has seen the festival grow year on year, 
attracting visitors from across the country. 

Phil said: “The village of Blackborough is a very spe¬ 
cial place for many reasons - its sense of community, 
it's stunning views out towards the expanses of Dart¬ 
moor and Exmoor and increasingly the annual Altitude 
Village Festival held each May on the village outskirts. 

“With two under-cover stages packed with an eclectic 
mix of local and national artists, the festival also fea¬ 
tures yoga, holistic therapies, singing workshops and a 
myriad of children's activities to build the atmosphere 
over the weekend. 

“There’s something for everyone, including a wide 


selection of street food sellers and drink from around 
the county to offer delights for the tastebuds too.’” 

On-site camping and accommodation at local yurts 
° nA ^aravan sites make it the perfect festival 
or first time festival-goers and sea¬ 
soned regulars alike. Its focus on 
family ensures that the weekend is 
f he ideal opportunity for chil¬ 
dren and their parents to relax 
and unwind. 

Jon added: “It’s become 
known as the Tittle festival 
with a big heart’. The begin¬ 
nings of Altitude came from 
our desire to put on an event 
that would not only bring the 
local community together but 
also bring in others to come and 
enjoy what the local area has to 
offer.” 

With festival-goers coming from 
Wales, Fondon and even the Scottish Bor¬ 
ders the two-day event lives up to its vision and 
is becoming a firm favourite on the festival circuit. 

Jon added: “We’re a not-for-profit set up and all our 
profits either go in to infrastructure for future years or, 
more importantly, are invested into local charitable 
causes.” 

The gates open at noon on Friday, May 19th and the 
festival ends with breakfast on the morning of Sunday, 
May 21st. Entry is by advance ticket only. 

Tickets for the weekend are £30 for adults and £10 
for under 16s. They are available via the website or 
from Kentisbeare Post Office. Fimited caravan and 
camping tickets are available. For more information 
visit altitudedevon.wordpress .com. 

■ PICTURED from left are festival organisers 
Greg Bottrill, Jonathan Hague and Phil Dood¬ 
son 


Flower festival and 
service to celebrate 
church anniversary 

A SERVICE of thanksgiving, a flower festival and 
an exhibition of church records and photographs will 
be held at Hemyock’s parish church this year as St 
Mary’s celebrates its 750th anniversary. 

The “Celebration” flower festival will be held over 
four days - Thursday, June 8th - Sunday, June 11th. 
Anyone with a special celebration during the year 
2017, and would like to make a donation (any 
amount welcome) towards sponsorship to one of the 
floral arrangements, is asked to contact Monica for 
further details (telephone 01823 681161). 

On Sunday, July30th, the church will welcome 
The Rt Rev Sarah Mullally, Bishop of Crediton, to 
the morning service at 10.30am, to which all are 
warmly welcomed. 

• DO you have a past or present connection to St 
Mary’s? Were you baptised, Confirmed or married 
there? Did your family worship there? Perhaps you 
were a bellringer, choir member attended Sunday 
School or Bible Class, if so do you have memories, 
photographs or documents you would be willing to 
share? 

The Friends of St Mary’s would be delighted to 
hear from you - they can make copies of any pho¬ 
tos/documents. 

The exhibition will take place over Heritage Days 
- Friday, September 8th - Sunday, September 10th 
and held at the church. 

Please contact Patricia on 01823 680436 or email 
p .m .fuller @ btintemet .com. 
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Blackdowns clubs and organisations 


Send your club reports to: lisa@viewnews.co.uk 


Hemyock Wl 


PRESIDENT Lynn Taylor wel¬ 
comed members and asked for ap¬ 
proval of the previous month’s 
minutes. 

Regarding the change of name 
,to “Blackdown Belles WI” from 
April, one member asked if the 
Devon Federation had been in¬ 
formed. As this had not been 
done, Lynn said the new name 
would now be on hold for a while. 

Names were taken for an 
evening meal at the Ashill Inn on 
April 24th, the Reading Group 
met at 10 Lower Millhayes on 
April 25th. 

Sue was congratulated and 
thanked for her lovely floral ex¬ 
hibit which she had created for the 


group meeting. This had been a 
super evening enjoyed by 11 
members. 

Some time was spent discussing 
the exhibit for the Mid Devon 
Show in July. The subject this 
year is “colour”. This caused 
some amusing ideas so more 
thought would be required. 

This meeting was followed by 
the annual meeting. Lynn was re¬ 
elected as president. She said she 
had enjoyed the past year and was 
prepared to do it for one more year. 

The secretary, Cindy, gave a 
very good report of the year’s 
events. 

In the absence of the treasurer, 
the president said she was able to 


report that the funds were in a 
good state. 

It was now time to settle down to 
making poppies for the Federation 
appeal. Knitting needles and 
sewing felt helped to produce more 
beautiful poppies. 

So talented were members that 
they were able to manage to do a 
quiz at the same time. 

Competition winners were 
Marie, Lynn and Julie. 

The next meeting will be in 
Forbes Lounge on May 2nd when 
Bel Deering will talk on the work 
of West Hatch Centre. 

There will be the usual competi¬ 
tion for a home-grown flower and 
a soft toy made in fur fabric. 


Sampford Arundel Wl 


A LOCAL topic for members this month; Richard 
Maben spoke about the Blackdown Hills, one of the 
46 areas in Britain designated as being an Area of 
Outstanding Natural Beauty, with one third of it in 
Somerset, the rest in Devon. 

These areas are considered so precious they are 
protected for the nation, and the Blackdown Hills 
brings to mind beautiful pictures of typical English 
country side - relatively undeveloped, with small 
farms and communities, yet very varied with gentle 
hills, streams, fields and woods. 

Richard told of the area’s fascinating history - 


both human and geological, then bought it up to 
date with all the conservation, educational and vol¬ 
unteering activities that are available today. 

There were further activities to be enjoyed in the 
WI world - a designated members only national 
web-site is being set up - members please check 
that your email addresses are correct. Skittles, 
scrabble, craft & laugh and art days are planned (as 
well as a September group date and even a Christ¬ 
mas event!) 

Names, please, for those interested in a whist 
class, and ‘Guys and Dolls’ at the Welllesley and 
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■ HEMYOCK Parish Hall was a riot of colour when the local gardening association held their spring show. 

The judges were Tony Spiller, Janet Connolly and Pam Martin. 

The Floral Art section had interesting exhibits, with Jane Attlee’s “Persian Carpet” winning the cup for 
Best in Show, while Sandy Coe won the trophy for most points in this section. 

The other gardening trophy winners were: Kathy Jones with two, Brenda Calcraft,Gerry King, Jane 
Smith, Amanda Morgan and Julie Steed. 

Karen Pinder and Colin Mitchell shared the cup for most points in the Cookery section, while Mrs 
Churchill’s painting won the Macdonald Trophy. The Butterwith Trophy for most points in the whole show, 
went to Kathy Jones. 

More than 40 lunches were served by Brenda and her team and afternoon teas kept the same people 
busy in the kitchen. 


more knitted squares and used stamps are needed. 

An excellent initial presentation of the cloth 
which will be decorated for the Sampford WI cen¬ 
tennial in 2019 was given by Julia and Christine, 
on behalf of the initial design team. All members 
are invited to take part in doing the work. 


A final quiz about Easter was won by Sheila - who 
also won the ‘wild’ competition. It was obviously 
her night. 

The lovely evening ended with the national an¬ 
them in celebration of the forth-coming birthday of 
a fellow WI member. 


THE meeting started with a talk by 
Suzy Simmonds from the Museum 
of Somerset, in Taunton. 

As everyone will know, the mu¬ 
seum is housed in Taunton Castle 
which, in early days, was home to 
the Bishop of Winchester and later 
housed the law courts. 

After that it became derelict until 
the Somerset Archaeological and 
Natural History Society (SANHS), 
started by a group of wealthy local 
Victorians, bought it, restored it 
and turned it into a museum. 

When SANHS could no longer 
afford to run the museum it was 
taken over by the council, who re¬ 
furbished it, and in 2008 major 
works costing £6.9million turned it 
into a modern museum with shop 
and courtyard cafe, employing 


Bishopswood Ladies 


seven staff and 80 volunteers. 

The museum is arranged chrono¬ 
logically, with geology on the 
ground floor. Part of a plesiosaurus 
is under glass on the floor, and the 
skull of the Banwell Bear from the 
Ice Age is also on show. 

An important Bronze Age find is 
the Cadbury Shield, but the most 
striking exhibit of the whole mu¬ 
seum is the huge Roman mosaic 
pavement, discovered in a farmer’s 
field at Low Ham. 

The priceless Alfred Jewel, found 
in Somerset in 1693, and now in 
the Ashmolean Museum, was re¬ 
cently on loan for a month and 
drew huge crowds. 

After this fascinating talk the 
AGM was held while everyone en¬ 
joyed tasty refreshments provided 


by Pamela B amber, Linda Gower 
and Nicky Needham. 

The chairman reported a busy 
year with very varied speakers and 
the treasurer reported finances 
were in a healthy state with ex¬ 
penses covered by subscriptions 
and fundraising activities. 

The current committee all agreed 
to stand again. 

Groups had been active once 
again with the skittlers beating 
Smeatharpe by seven pins, but los¬ 
ing to Heather’s team by four. Nine 
hardy ramblers had a very wet 
walk, somewhat redeemed by 
being able to have lunch in the 
comfort of Hestercombe cafe. 

Next month Joy West will speak 
about “Canoeing the Amazon”. 
Visitors will be welcome. 


Blackdown Hills Transistion Group 


HAVE you heard of the French documentary De- 
main, famous for winning Best Documentary at the 
Cesar Awards (the French Oscars)? 

Many films tell us what is wrong with our world 
and others are ambitious to change it. But if you 
simply want stories of hope and ideas for how you 
might start where you are, then Demain is for you. 

If Trump’s America and the Brexit malaise have 
left you despondent then this surely is the antidote. 
It’s a hugely positive, affirming and inspirational 
film, exploring creative solutions in the fields of 
food, energy, transport, economics and education. 
The film covers permaculture farms, urban agricul¬ 
ture projects, community-owned renewable projects, 
local currencies, creative schools and ambitious re¬ 
cycling projects. 

The film has been a huge boost to community-led 


projects, and is currently on release in 29 other 
countries, regularly receiving standing ovations, and 
leading to the formation of many new community 
projects. It is the perfect antidote to the current 
sense of global despondency. It also has a great 
soundtrack. 

The film will be shown at 7.30pm on Saturday, 

June 10th at the Beehive in Honiton. 

Tickets are £5 and are available to order at: 
www.beehivehoniton .co .uk/beehive-events/ 

If you would like to know more about the film, 
visit www.transitionnetwork.org/news-and-blog/to- 
morrow-demain-available-last-uk/ 

We hope to follow the film with drinks and discus¬ 
sion in the Bar. 

Tim Clewer 

Blackdown Hills Transition Group 
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Easter arrives for Culm Valley Mission Community 



IN the Upper Culm Valley Mission Community 
Easter Sunday began at 7am with a Sunrise in¬ 
formal Ecumenical service at Gray’s Farm, Clay- 
hidon, followed by breakfast at the Church Room 
Hemyock. 

Churches within the Community at Clayhidon, 
Culmstock, Culm Davy and Hemyock then held 
their own service of Holy Communion during the 
morning. 

The service at St Mary’s Hemyock ended with 
a glorious performance by the choir of O Rejoice 
that the Lord has Arisen with solo by Jenny 
Doble, which brought warm applause from the 
congregation. 

As is the custom, the churches had been beau¬ 
tifully decorated with spring flowers and at St 
Mary’s lilies in memory of loved ones. 




■ MONICA Smith (floral co-ordinator at St Mary’s) at the Chancel win¬ 
dow 


Big breakfast for bowls club 


DUNKESWELL Bowls Club will be 
hosting a charity event as part of 
its annual open day this year. 

The open day, to take place on 
May 6th, will also feature a charity 
breakfast at the Throgmorton Hall, 
Dunkeswell, from 9am. 

This will be £5 for a full English 
breakfast, starting with cornflakes 
and juice and to include toast and 
tea or coffee. 

Money raised from the event will 
be used to purchase a new carpet 
for the bowls green. 

The afternoon will see the bowls 


club annual open day from 
1.30pm. 

The open day allows people to go 
along and have a try at bowls with 
members, whether you have 
played before or not. 

A club spokesperson said: “We 
are a friendly bunch and will be de¬ 
lighted to meet with you. 

“Join us for tea and cake after¬ 
wards. 

“The event is suitable for all ages, 
and it’s good for the health too!” 
Potential bowlers area advised to 
wear flat shoes. 


TRY OUR 
PAYMENT PLAN 


3,6,9 or 12 months 
THE EASY WAY 
TO PAY 


RIIEXGE 


AT THE TOP 

FOR BOTH 
QUALITY 
& PRICE 


■ROOFING^H 

SCAFFOLDING SIRVICIS LTD 


ALL ASPECTS OF ROOFING UNDERTAKEN - FROM LEAKY ROOFS TO RE-ROOFS 

Ridge Roofing Ltd is a well-established company with over 25 years’ experience behind them, 
working in partnership with most of the leading estate agencies 
and Devon & Somerset County Council 


• Slating • Tiling • Flat roofing • Fibreglass flat roofs • Chimneys/ 
Leadwork • Turnerized slate roofs • Guttering/uPVC/fascia boards 
• Storm damage/insurance work • All grant work undertaken 


Insurance backed guarantees • Full public liability insurance 
• Free written quotations • All work guaranteed 



T: 01404 891813 M: 07789 555685 • stephen.wattsrr@gmail.com • www.ridge-roofing.co.uk 
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Exhibition gets knitters buzzing 


KNITTERS and crocheters across the UK have created 
a life-size knitted garden, which comes to Thelma Hul- 
bert Gallery (THG), Honiton, this May as part of a na¬ 
tional tour. 

More than 5,000 people with a wide range of abilities 
created the garden, including families, knitting groups, 
schools, Brownies and those with visual impairments 
and learning disabilities. 

As the garden tours the UK, local people at each ex¬ 
hibition venue add further knitted or crocheted pieces 
so it continues to grow and flourish like a real garden. 

The knitted garden is the brainchild of Pauline Stan¬ 
ley, who works as an Arts and Health Practitioner in 
Bournemouth. Her aim was to invite individuals and 
groups of all ages and abilities to participate in a com¬ 
munity project, where knitting and crochet skills were 
handed down through generations and where knitting 
and crochet were explored as an art medium. 

Bournemouth Libraries donated the original exhibi¬ 
tion space, collected donated wool, and purchased knit¬ 
ting pattern books for participants to loan. 

The Home Library Service even delivered wool, nee¬ 
dles, and patterns to housebound participants so they 
could take part too. 

Angela Blackwell, THG Curator said: “This exhibi¬ 
tion has really unlocked people’s creativity. You have 
to admire the scale of it. 

“There will be activities at the gallery to create pieces 
to add to this exhibition and ‘grow the garden’ for when 



it moves to the next venue. 

“Children and grannies love it equally. It will bring a 
smile to everyone’s face.” 

The event will take place from May 6th June 24th. 


Candidates announced for county elections 


BLACKDOWN Hills residents will go to the polls on 
May 4th to vote in the upcoming county council elec¬ 
tion. 

Before residents vote in the general election on 
June 8th, there is the matter of voting in councillors 
at county level. 

The Blackdown Hills is governed across two dif¬ 
ferent county’s Devon and Somerset. 

There are three divisions covering the Blackdown 
Hills, these are Whimple & Blackdown (Devon), 
Blackdown & Neroche (Somerset) and Willand & 


Uffculme (Devon). 

Candidates standing are: Whimple and Blackdown 
- Iain Chubb (Conservative), Steve Green way 
(Labour) and Jules Hoyles (Liberal Democrats). 

Blackdown and Neroche - Ross Henley (Liberal De¬ 
mocrat), Roy Snelling (Green), Madeleine Spears and 
John Bryan (Conservative). 

Willand and Uffculme - Simon Clist (Liberal De¬ 
mocrats), Margaret Dennis (Independent),Liona Hut¬ 
ton (Labour), Jo Norton (Green) and Ray Radford 
(Conservative). 


Gallery wins top award for event 



THE Thelma Hulbert Gallery 
(THG) has won Best Lamily Event 
for its contribution to the 2016 Get 
Creative Family Arts Festival, with 
its Halloween Party. 

Voted for by a panel of expert 
judges from the arts sector, the 
commendations recognise the out¬ 
standing events that took place 
within the 2016 festival and the ex¬ 
emplary family-friendly organisa¬ 
tions and venues that participated. 

THG joined 736 other organisa¬ 
tions in delivering events as part of 
the festival, which took place 
throughout October 2016. Around 
500,000 family members attended 
one of the 4,000 festival events 
held across the UK. 

THG opened the gallery from 
5pm-9pm for an after hours family 
Halloween event. 

The garden was illuminated with 
pumpkins and red hanging paper 
lanterns, there was a pop-up cock¬ 
tail bar in a fairy-lit gazebo and 
local food stalls. 

Children enjoyed a treasure hunt 
and participated in a workshop 
making their own bat boxes to take 
home. 

Inside the gallery space was a DJ 
playing family-friendly tracks and 
free scary-face-painting alongside 
a community exhibition featuring 
Eduardo Paolozzi-inspired art¬ 
works created in family and school 
workshops. 

Upstairs in the Learning Room 
families made their own shadow 
puppets with artist Willem Mon- 
tagne and then performed with 


them in a shadow play. 

In the Project Space, families en¬ 
countered exotic animals including 
a six-foot python and had the 
chance to meet and, if there were 
brave, stroke them! 

More than 600 participants of all 
ages attended the event. 

Fiona Page-Turner was proud to 
represent THG at the ceremony, 
accompanied by Anna Aroussi, 
youth volunteer Emily and Coun¬ 
cillor John O’Leary. 

Anna Aroussi, Project Co-ordina¬ 
tor THG said: “We are really 
thrilled that our family event has 
been recognised through this 


award. This is so important to us as 
an arts venue and builds confi¬ 
dence with both our audiences and 
our funders. 

“We were overwhelmed by the 
popularity of the Halloween Party 
and in fact it was the busiest event 
in our 16 year history! 

“We aimed to challenge expecta¬ 
tions of an art gallery and stretch 
our offer. The gallery became a 
playful, family space with a differ¬ 
ent atmosphere from the daytime 
gallery experience. We specifically 
aimed to engage families who 
might not be confident in visiting 
a gallery.” 


5=0 Hydramatic 

UU ENGINEERING SOLUTIONS 



Trade counter serving the Agricultural, Marine, Automotive Manufacturing 
sector, open 5 days a week for Hydraulics — Pneumatics — Bearings — Belts — 
Motors - wheels and Castors - Hose and tubing — Engineering consumables 


Trade and Public welcome 

Come and visit our trade counter now at 
unit 1 c-1 j Castle Road, Wellington, TA21 9JQ 

Tel 01823 660639, email sales@hydramatic.co.uk 

web www.hydramatic.co.uk 



















View from the Blackdown Hills 


May 2017 7 


S***' 



QUALITY COACH HOLIDAYS 


Web: www.blakescoaches.co.uk 
Email: info<s>blakescoaches.co.uk 

Tel: 01398 341160 


Travel with Blakes travel with 
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FILM GALA AT THE ROYAL ALBERT HALL £139.00 

GRANDEUR IN YORKSHIRE & A TOUCH OF VICTORIA £295.00 

LLANDUDNO & THE WELSH HIGLAND RAILWAY £345.00 

A WEEKEND IN CORNWALL £179.00 

THE HEART OF IRELAND £455.00 

CITY BREAK... YORK £219.00 

NORFOLK... STEAM TRAINS & THE BROADS £325.00 

ALVASTON HALL, CHESHIRE... WARNER BREAK £355.00 

BAVARIA - THE ROMANTIC ROAD £549.00 

HIGHLIGHTS OF SNOWDONIA... GARDENS & TRAINS £355.00 

STEAMING THROUGH YORKSHIRE £325.00 

ANTIQUES FAIR NOTTINGHAMSHIRE... NEW DATE £199.00 

PORTUGAL’S ATLANTIC COAST & LISBON £825.00 

TENBY & PEMBROKESHIRE £315.00 

RHS CHATSWORTH FLOWER SHOW £325.00 

NAT TRUST TREASURES... HAMPSHIRE From £320.00 

SCOTTISH LOCHS & MAGICAL WATERWAYS £395.00 

BROOKLANDS MUSEUM... A FATHER’S DAY TREAT! £129.00 

NORTHUMBRIA & HOLY ISLAND £445.00 

BLENHEIM PALACE FLOWER SHOW £ 99.00 

TALES OF THE RIVERBANK £259.00 

AUSTRIA & SWITZERLAND... I NO THE AROSA EXPRESS £565.00 

BUXTON MILITARY TATTOO £225.00 

GOODWOOD FESTIVAL OF SPEED... NEW DATE £215.00 

THE BEST OF HOLLAND...CHEESE, CLOGS, WINDMILL & TRAINS £375.00 

RHS HAMPTON COURT FLOWER SHOW £149.00 

AGRICULTURAL HIGHLIGHTS OF KENT £465.00 

ELEGANCE & AFTERNOON TEA IN BEAUTIFUL BATH £125.00 

THE VERY BEST OF YORKSHIRE & THE GREAT YORKSHIRE SHOW £355.00 

MAJESTIC LAKES OF ITALY...MAGGIORE. ORTA & COMO £625.00 

THE BRITISH GRAND PRIX... NEW DATE £325.00 

SCOTLAND...DUNOON & THE ISLE OF BUTE £475.00 

ISLE OF WIGHT £325.00 

SCENIC SHROPSHIRE £345.00 

ROYAL WELSH SHOW £185.00 

CITY BREAK MANCHESTER £215.00 

MEMORIES OF DOWNTON ABBEY £295.00 

GUNTON GALL COASTAL VILLAGE... WARNER BREAK £335.00 

AUSTRIA’S LITTLE BOATS & TRAINS £565.00 

JUST BLACKPOOL! £175.00 

LIVERPOOL £169.00 

SWITZERLAND... CHOCOLATE, TRAINS & CHEESE £639.00 

SCOTLAND... EDINBURGH TATTOO £365.00 

JUST LONDON £269.00 

JERSEY INC THE BATTLE OF FLOWERS SPECTACULAR £445.00 

THE NORWEGIAN FJORDS £1095.00 

DISNEYLAND PARIS From £249.00 

PARIS £269.00 

WEAT WALES... CARDIGAN BAY £315.00 

LEGOLAND £149.00 

BLACK FOREST, WATERFALLS & THE GARDEN ISLAND £525.00 

LONDON SHOWBOAT DINNER CUISE £185.00 

THE DELIGHTFUL YORKSHIRE DALES £325.00 

THE CHARMING COTSWOLDS... AND A LOT MORE £315.00 

KENT... THE GARDEN OF ENGLAND £335.00 

SCOTLAND... ORKNEY & SHETLAND MINI CRUISE £745.00 

IRISH CHARMS £375.00 

VALKENBURG... RAIL & SAIL £345.00 

DUTCH D AH LAIS ON PARADE £315.00 

LONDON THEATRE WEEKEND... CHOICE OF SHOWS £189.00 

EASTBOURNE & THE SUSSEX DOWNS £325.00 

PORTUGAL & SPAIN... THE BEAUTIFUL COSTA VERDE £835.00 

GARDENS & GRANDEUR IN WINDSOR £345.00 

THE ISLE OF MAN £495.00 

NORFOLK... THE BROADS & SANDRINGHAM £325.00 

NIDD HALL, YORKSHIRE... WARNER BREAK $395.00 

CAMBRIDGE... CITY & COUNTRY PALACE £249.00 

THE ISLES OF SCILLY £655.00 

SCOTLAND’S NORTHERN HIGHLIGHTS £599.00 

GUERNSEY £399.00 

JERSEY £335.00 

CUMBRIAN JOURNEY & CARLISLE - SETTLE RAILWAY £299.00 

DELIGHTFUL DORSET & THE NEW FOREST £295.00 

THE VERY BEST OF SWITZERLAND £799.00 

TENBY & PEMBROKESHIRE £295.00 

LLANDUDNO & THE WELSH HIGHLAND RAILWAY £359.00 

BLACKPOOL ILLUMINATIONS £199.00 

SOUTHERN IRELAND... THE WEST COAST & WILD ATLANTIC WAY £475.00 

THE AUTUMN COLOURS OF THE LAKE DISTRICT £299.00 

THE AUTUMN COLOURS OF CORNWALL £295.00 
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THE AUTUMN COLOURS OF DURHAM 
EMMERDALE TOUR 

ENTERTAINMENT BREAK ON THE ENGLISH RIVIERA 

THE AUTUMN TOUR OF SUFFOLK & THE HOME COUNTIES 

THE AUTUMN COLOURS OF MID WALES... GARDENS & TRAINS 

FLAVOURS OF KENT 

MYSTERY WEEKEND 

A ROMANTIC PARIS “CRUISE” 

A WEEKEEND IN CORNWALL 

KENSINGTON PALACE INC DIANA “HER FASHION STORY” EXHIBITION 
ISLE OF WIGHT 

THE AUTUMN COLOURS OF AUSTRIA 

THE AUTUMN COLOURS OF SCOTLAND INC THE ENCHANTED FOREST 
THE AUTUMN COLOURS OF SHROPSHIRE 
BLACKPOOL ILLUMINATIONS 
CHOCOLATE SAFARI 

PICTURE BOOK ITALY... SORRENTO & THE AMALFI COAST 
DISNEYLAND PARIS From 

AUTUMN COLOURS OF NORTH WALES 
WARNERS... THORESBY HALL, NOTTINGHAMSHIRE 
A SALUTE TO JAMES LAST 

THE BELMOND BRITISH PULLMAN... A GOLDEN AGE OF TRAVEL 

NORTH WALES & THE SNOWDONIA NATIONAL PARK 

ENTERTAINMENT BREAK TURKEY & TINSEL ON THE ENGLISH RIVIERA 

FIVE STAR LUXURY IN LONDON 

HOLLY & MISTLETOE, NORTH WALES 

TURKEY & TINSEL, SINAH WARREN, HAYLING ISLAND 

SCARBOROUGH MOCK CRUISE (NO SAILING!) 

IRISH COUNTRY MUSIC WEEKEND 
TURKEY & TINSEL FALMOUTH 

LONDON THEATRE WEEKEND... CHOICE OF 7 SHOWS 
A WEEKEND IN LONDON (REMEMBRANCE WEEKEND) 

TURKEY & TINSEL IN THE SCOTTISH TROSSACHS 
MYSTERY TURKEY & TINSEL 
BOURNEMOUTH TURKEY & TINSEL 

BLENHEIM PALACE CHRISTMAS FESTIVAL & GLOUCESTER QUAYS 

CLASSICAL SPECTACULAR, ROYAL ALBERT HALL 

ISLE OF WIGHT TURKEY & TINSEL, WRANER BREAK 

TURKEY & TINSEL SCARBOROUGH, INC ST NICHOLAS CHRISTMAS FAYRE 

VALKENBURG TURKEY & TINSEL... AND CHRISTMAS MARKETS 

CHRISTMAS DECORATIONS AT CHATSWORTH HOUSE 

LUDLOW MEDIEVAL CHRISTMAS & BATH CHRISTMAS MARKET 

ISLE OF WIGHT TURKEY & TINSEL 

TENBY TURKEY & TINSEL 

COLOGNE & VALKENBURG CHRISTMAS MARKETS 

LONGLEAT’S FESTIVAL OF LIGHT & SOUTHAMPTON CHRISTMAS FESTIVAL 

CHRISTMAS SHOPPING WEEKEND... CARDIFF & BATH 

EASTBOURNE TURKEY & TINSEL 

CHRISTMAS MARKETS OF THE BLACK FOREST 

PORTSMOUTH’S VICTORIAN FESTIVAL OF CHRISTMAS 

DURHAM CHRISTMAS FESTIVAL & BEAMISH AT CHRISTMAS 

FOLKESTONE TURKEY & TINSEL, INC BRUGES CHRISTMAS MARKET 

LONGLEAT’S FESTIVAL OF LIGHT & SOUTHAMPTON CHRISTMAS FESTIVAL 

BRIGHTON TURKEY & TINSEL AND LONDON 

CHRISTMAS AT KEW 

GERMAN CHRISTMAS MARKET RHINE CRUISE 

LINCOLN CHRISTMAS MARKET & NOTTINGHAM WINTERWONDERLAND 
CHRISTMAS SHOPPING WEEKEND IN CALAIS 

LONGLEAT’S FESTIVAL OF LIGHT & SOUTHAMPTON CHRISTMAS FESTIVAL 

BUSTS HILL VICTORIAN CHRISTMAS & BIRMINGHAM CHRISTMAS MARKET 

HARRY POTTER STUDIO TOUR“HOGWARTS IN THE SNOW” & LONDON 

LAND AHOY! DINNER & CABARET ON CRUISE SHIP 

CHRISTMAS CAROL CONCERT - ROYAL ALBERT HALL 

CHRISTMAS IN SWITZERLAND 

AN AUSTRIAN CHRISTMAS IN ST. WOLFGANG 

CHRISTMAS IN LUDLOW 

CHRISTMAS IN NORTH WALES 

CHRISTMAS IN EASTBOURNE 

NEW YEAR ON THE SOUTH COAST 

NEW YEAR IN TENBY 

NEW YEAR IN LINCOLNSHIRE 

NEW YEAR ON THE ISLE OF WIGHT (WARNER ENTERTAINMENT BREAK) 

2017 GREAT VALUE BREAKS 


£185.00 

£189.00 

£189.00 

£179.00 


BLAKES COACHES LTD. EAST ANSTEY, TIVERTON, DEVON, EX16 9JJ • OFFICE HOURS: MON-FRI. 8.30AM - 5.30PM • SAT. 8.30AM - 12.00PM 
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View from the Blackdown Hills 


Festivals & Show 

in and around the ‘Bhackdown O-fiffs 


Axe Vale Festival 2017 


AXE Vale Festival is a fantastic annual event that cel¬ 
ebrates our local area, raises money for local causes 
and provides a great family day out for all visitors. 
Originally started to raise money to help build a local 
swimming pool, the first festival celebrated gardening 
and crafts and welcomed 1000 people through 
its gates. Today the festival has widened its appeal to 
include food, antiques, trade stands, skilled demon¬ 
strators, toys & hobbies, live music, and entertainment 
as well as retaining its strong links to horticulture, gar¬ 
dening and crafts. 

Today, many thousands of people visit the show each 
year which is still run and organised by volunteers. To 
date over £300,000 has been donated by the Festival 
to local good causes to benefit the community. We are 
looking forward to this year’s show and hope you 
come along, support us and enjoy a great day out! 

The main arena is 
host to an exciting 
programme of events 
guaranteed to thrill 
and entertain - this 
year we have Adren¬ 
aline Tour, Rock- 
wood Dogs and 
Adams Axemen 
ready to ‘wow’ the 
crowds. Adrenaline 
Tour will perform 
an awesome show 




of Quad and Motorcycle stunt riding starring Jason 
Smyth. Rockwood Dogs will amaze with their 
courage, agility, comedy routines and tricks and 
Adams Axemen will thrill you with their forestry 
skills and a team that were born to entertain! 

Five music at the band stand will keep you smiling 
with great local acts and live demonstrators showcas¬ 
ing particular skills and crafts can be found on the 
showground throughout the weekend. Children are 
well looked after too with a bouncy castle and lots of 
activities to make their day. Baby changing facilities 
are also available on site. Refreshments are widely 
available and there are lots more to smile about and 
keep everybody happy! 

The Showground, Trafalgar Way, Axminster, 
Devon, From 10am to 6 pm on Saturday 17th June 
2017 and from 10am to 5.30pm on Sunday 18th 
June 2017 


Corfe Summer Fete takes to 
the skies once more this June 


AFTER last year’s summer fete - the first held in the 
village of Corfe in at least sixty years, the event returns, 
bigger and better than ever on Saturday June 3rd, again 
featuring two professional aerobatic displays! 

“We were really pleased with how well our first event 
went and the fantastic support we received from both 
the village and surrounding areas” comments Bill 
Hosie, Fete Chairman. “We estimate around 1,500 peo¬ 
ple came and enjoyed the day with us, sampling the 
great food and drink, enjoying the live music, the clas¬ 
sic cars, the birds of prey displays, the myriad of stalls 
and games on offer as well as, of course, the aerobatic 
displays. We’re all set for 2017 and are planning for 
another superb event!” 

Corfe may well be the only village fete in the country 
to be able to boast not one, but two aerobatic displays 
as part of the day’s programme of events. Bill, a profes¬ 
sional pilot of over 30 years is one of the display pilots 




on the day, and once again the current British Champion 
and ranked 9th in World, Julian Murphitt, will also be 
delighting the crowd with some amazing stunt flying. 

Fancy trying it yourself? One lucky person will get 
the chance to win a flight with Bill in his stunt biplane 
that same afternoon, passing by the fete (upside down 
if you like!). 

Aside from the air displays, live music this year will 
take a “modern country” twist, courtesy of popular 
local band “Wrecking Ball”, with the birds of prey dis¬ 
plays, climbing wall, classic cars and lots of other 
games and stalls will also make a welcome return. A 
barbeque, licensed bar and lots of other food and drink 
options will ensure that visitors can make a day it sur¬ 
rounded by the rolling hills of the Blackdowns. 

The event runs on Saturday June 3rd from 11am to 
5.30pm and can be found behind the village Church in 
Mill Lane, Corfe, TA3 7AQ. Entry for Adults is £3 with 
children under 16 and ample onsite parking both free. 

For more information visit: corfesummerfete.co.uk 
or email corfefete@yahoo.com 



17th & 18th June 

AXMINSTER 

www.axevalefestival.org.uk 

Charity No. 1130829 
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Festivals & Show 

in and around the ‘Bhackdown O-fiffs 


The Honiton & District Agricultural Association hold 
their 127th show on Thursday, 3rd August 2017 



THE Grand Parade is one of the many highlights of 
the main ring activities where the day’s livestock win¬ 
ners proudly parade. The 2017 main ring will be a 
hive of activity; fantastic acts including Bolddog 
Lings Freestyle Motocross Team, Honda’s official and 
the UK’s number one motorcycle display Team. “The 
Sheep Show” is back with its humorous, educational, 
live stage show all about sheep, 9 breeds will be pres¬ 
ent and not to miss is the sheep shearing and their 
“dancing sheep”! Honiton are extremely excited to 
welcome Joseph’s Amazing Camels to the Main Ring, 
the camels and jockeys are specially trained by Joseph 
and Rebecca Fossett and wear fantastically colourful 
Arabian style outfits to add pizazz! As well as racing, 
the camels are on display all day so the public can 
meet these marvellous animals and learn more about 
them. We also have the amazing Ridgeside Lurcher 
Display, the lurchers race at full speed chasing an elec¬ 
tric lure, a fast, action-packed demonstration with an 
informative and humorous commentary by Phill Gib¬ 


bons. The highlight is a race between the lurchers and 
a hawk, a fantastic and exhilarating spectacle, not to 
be missed! The public are also invited to have a go 
with their own dogs - whatever their breed! A very 
exciting attraction is making a flying visit to Honiton 
- two thrilling aerobatic displays performed by Viper 
Aerobatics flying a beautiful Pitts aeroplane. 

The lower field incorporates all that is countryside 
with hurdle making, ferret racing, a blacksmiths guild 
and a trip down memory lane with a vintage tractor 
section with nearly 100 vehicles on display. Honiton 
plays host to the West of England Hound Show, a 
show within a show, which attracts a huge following 
countrywide. There is the wonderful dog show com¬ 
prising both pedigree and fun classes for the pet 
pooch. We have entertainment in abundance for chil¬ 
dren with Professor Twistopher’s Punch and Judy, as 
seen on the hugely popular and wildly acclaimed tel¬ 
evision series Downton Abbey or maybe a donkey 
ride will interest. With over 400 trade stands, includ¬ 


ing the new home and craft mar¬ 
quee, shopping and a fabulous food 
hall there really is something for 
everyone. We have a huge and di¬ 
verse range of food courts to tickle 
your taste buds with local caterers 
offering the very best produce; why 
not start with a delicious bacon roll, 
enjoy lunch with a Dartmoor 
Farmer’s Beef Burger from Kenni- 
ford Farm and tickle your taste buds 
with the award winning and local 
delicious Otter Valley Dairy Ice- 
Cream. Honiton prides itself on 
being a truly traditional agricultural 
show with a unique atmosphere it 
brings new and traditional agriculture together so 
make a note in the diary, 3rd August, we all look for¬ 
ward to welcoming you. Don’t forget accompanied 
under 16’s are free. Advance tickets are just £14.50 


for a whole day of entertainment. For further details 
on the show, trade enquires, schedules or details on 
becoming a member of the Association with all its 
benefits please contact the secretary on 01404 41794 
follow us on twitter @honitonshowl890. 



THE 127th HONITON AGRICULTURAL SHOW 

Thursday 3rd August 2017 

HORSE AND PONY CLASSES / HEAVY HORSES / CATTLE AND SHEEP CLASSES PRIVATE DRIVING / VINTAGE TRACTORS / 
DOG SHOW OVER 400 TRADE STANDS / CRAFT TENT / FOOD HALL / RURAL SKILLS / COUNTRYSIDE AREA DONKEY RIDES / 
YOUNG FARMERS CLUBS / BEES & HONEY / ACTION PACKED MAIN RING INCLUDING BOLDDOG LINGS FREES TYLE TEAM / 
JOSEPHS AMAZING CAMELS / RIDGESIDELURCHER DISPLAY/ VIPER AEROBATICS SOLO PITTS FLYING DISPLAY 

Please apply for Trade Stands, Horse and Livestock Schedules 
Advance Tickets just £14.50 - Children Under 16 FREE 

visit our website www.honitonshow.co.uk 

Secretary:Marcelle Connor (Tel/Fax: 01404 41794) 

Bank House, 66a High Street, Honiton, Devon EX14 IPS 
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Vintage Bus Day 


FOLLOWING four previ¬ 
ous successful events, 
starting in 2013, cen¬ 
tered on Taunton, or¬ 
ganisers of the Taunton 
Vintage Bus Day re de¬ 
lighted to announce its 


return. 

Organised by the 
Taunton Historic Bus 
Group, it will take place 
on Sunday, May 14th 
and hopes to bring peo¬ 
ple into the centre of 


Taunton, along with a 
sense of fun and adven¬ 
ture. 

The fifth Vintage Bus 
Day will feature a dis¬ 
play of classic vehicles 
at Castle Green and the 


adjacent bus station, 
right in the heart of 
Taunton. 

An interactive day for 
all the family will offer 
free bus rides around 
the area on buses of 


ADVERTISER’S ANNOUNCEMENT 

Tennis is thriving in Hemyock 


AT their recent AGM, members of Hemyock Tennis 
Club, heard about an about another successful and active 
year for the club. 

Social tennis for all abilities on Thursday evenings, and 
Saturday and Sunday mornings was well attended and, 
thanks to two floodlit courts and a kind winter, continued 
throughout the year. 

The club ladder also provided a lot of enjoyable (and 
not too serious) tennis as did two social tennis after¬ 
noons . 

For the more competitive minded there was plenty of 
match play with two teams entered in divisions two and 
five of the West Somerset Summer League. The club 
also ran a summer league men’s team and a winter 
league team. 

Three groups of youngsters ranging from five to 16 


attended regular coaching sessions with the club’s pro¬ 
fessional coach, and the older children played in local 
friendly matches. 

Adult coaching on Thursday evenings also proved pop¬ 
ular. 

Club Chair, Julie Steed, puts the success of the club 
down to it’s excellent facilities, lovely location and 
lively, friendly membership. 

She said: “The club is looking forward to another good 
year and is hoping to attract new members, young and 
old, with an offer of 50 per cent off first year member¬ 
ship. 

“There will also be an Open Day on Saturday, June 3rd 
when anyone interested in joining the club can come 
along and see for themselves what a great little club we 
are.” 



School to hold annual May fair 

BUCKLAND St Mary School and Nursery will be holding their annual 
May Fair on Saturday, May 13th from 12noon to 3pm. 

The day will see traction engine rides around the village, Chard 
Brass Band, stalls, games, BBQ, cream tea, vintage tractors and the 
Kelly Leigh dancers. 


returns 


yesteryear. Bus services 
start at 10.30am and run 
right through to 4.30pm. 

There will be frequent 
services to the West 
Somerset Railway at 
Bishops Lydeard, and 
to the nearby town of 
Wellington, calling at 
Sheppy’s Cider on the 
way. 

Single deckers and 
coaches will take routes 
into the surrounding 
hills and countryside or 
you can use the shorter 
town service to visit the 
open day at the Buses 
of Somerset Hamilton 
Road bus garage; if the 
weather is right the 
open top buses will be 
out on this route! 

A programme and 
timetable will be avail¬ 
able for purchase on 
the day and there will 
also be stalls selling 
books, models and 


other memorabilia. 

The Museum of Som¬ 
erset will be open on the 
day and is hosting the 
Tramway & Light Rail¬ 
way Society’s working 
model tram layouts. 

The group’s website 
www.tauntonrunning- 
day.wordpress.com will 
be kept up to date with 
further developments. 

Also follow visit Face- 
book https://www.face- 
book.com/vintagebusda 
ytaunton or contact 
Peter Snowden for fur¬ 
ther information on pe- 
tersnowden853 @ bti nter 
net.com 01823 442589. 



Invites you to an Open Day 
On Saturday 3rd June 
From I lam - 2pm 

Your chance to play friendly tennis whatever your ability! 
Take advantage of our Vi price membership for new members! 

© Racquets available to borrow! 

©Try out our ball machine! 

©Free refreshments! 

What’s not to like! 

For further details go to www.hemyock.org 
and follow links to tennis club 


T/ve Avifrter-' 

Open from 


Coffee Bar 


Restaurant 


seven days a week 


Daily specials available Wednesday - Friday 
11.30-2.30 


All at £7.1? 


Full lunchtime menu and light bites also available 
Sunday Carvery 12pm-3pm 

reductions for seniors and children 


Dunkeswell Airfield, Honiton, EX14 4LG 
01404 890009 info@tacbar.com www.tacbar.com 
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MANY ITEMS ALSO AT 50% CLEARANCE PRICES! 


Plenty of Stock Sale Items in Store 

Fit&Furnish 


Quality Furniture Retailer 



7,000 FURNITURE PRODUCTS ON OUR WEBSITE 

Betty Boop, Clocks, Lamps, Figurines, Pictures, 
Metal wall art, Photo frames, Jewellery, Boxes, 
Kids blanket Boxes, Kids Chairs & Sofas 

PLUS sofas, dining, bedroom, office... 

JOeoo fort/ 2017 



Telephone 01935 412811 | info@fitandfurnish.co.uk | www.fitandfurnish.co.uk 
25-26 Market Street, The Old Vincent's Showroom, Yeovil, BA20 1HZ 

Free parking, Open Hours Monday - Saturday 10am - 5pm 
































12 May 2017 


View from the Blackdown Hills 


Local Services in the Blackdown Hills 


Building Services 


Countryside Management 



FOR A COMPLETE BUILDING SERVICE 

QUALITY, RELIABILITY AND PEACE OF MIND ASSURED 
CALL 01884 840 037 or 07778 899 685 
for a FREE estimate 
12 Kitwell Street, Uffculme, 
Cullompton, Devon, EX15 3AP 


* 

n 


3 

n 


Land management for i 

ion-farmers 

• Hedging, ditching, draining and all t 

• Unwieldy gardens, hedges and fenc 

• Pasture management (topping, spn 
liming & re-seeding) 

• Groundworks, drives, gateways con 

• Welding repairs and steel fabricatio 

• Storage, containers and yard 

We have the machinery and expertise 
estate management problems - both 
big and small - from five practical 
farmers. Just ring for free quote. 

ypes of fencing 
es restored 
aying, rolling, 

creting yards 

ns 

i to tackle most 

Five Farmers 

Countryside Management Ltd 

01460 234472 www.fiyefarmers.co.uk 



Roofing 


[A 


Working in partnership with 

RED HOME LETTINGS and 
CONSORT SERVICES LTD 


AMB ROOFING SERVICES 


IS-. — , 


mu 


RAISING ROOFING STANDARDS 

Slating/Tiling/Flat Roofs (felt) 

New Roofs/Re-Roofs/Repairs 
Fascia/Soffit/Guttering 
Chimney Work 
Free Quotations 
All work guaranteed 
All tradesman fully qualified 
Now offering Solar Panel Installation 
EMAIL ambroofingservices@gmail.com 




Gardens 


Mole Catcher 


1 




ORNHAYES 
URSERY 

Quality Trees 
from Devon 




& Westcountry Apple Trees 
L (plus other fruit trees), 

Ornamental Trees, Hedging, 
Choice Shrubs, Courses Run, 
Advisory Service 

W ' Opening hours: 8am-4pm Mon to Fri 
9.30am-2pm Sat 

Thornhayes Nursery, Dulford, Cullompton EX15 2DF. 

01884 266746 www.thornhayes-nursery.co.uk 


Trusted Mole 
Pest Control 


Traps not poison 
Safe for children and pets 

Robin Gundry 

07802 800124 / 01404 881555 


Gardens 



ARBORICARE 




4 


LTD Est.1988 

TREE SURGERY AND LANDSCAPING SERVICE 


FULLY INSURED 

ALL ASPECTS OF 
TREEWORK 

FELLING 

STUMP GRIDING 


FULLY QUALIFIED 
STAFF 


PRUNING AND 
MAINTENANCE 

PLANTING 


• COUNCIL APPROVED 

• POLLARDING 

• ESTATE 
MANAGEMENT 

• 24 HOUR CALL OUT 


Call Colin Inder For Free Quotation 

T: 01823 462972 M: 07831 108445 

www.arboricare.co.uk • enquiries@arboricare.co.uk 


Furniture & Joinery 


Chimney sweep 



avid Lloyd 


CABINET MAKER 


Unit 3a Marcus Road Dunkeswell 
Honiton Devon EX 14 4LA 
01404 891800 
w ww.davidrlloy d .co .uk info @ davidrlloyd .co .uk 



Kitchens, Furniture 
And Bespoke Joinery. 
Please Visit My Website To See 
My Extensive Portfolio. 


*. 



CHIMNEY SWEEP 

Tim Herman 

07543 506652 


4 Insurance approved certificates issued 
4 Public liability to £5 million 
4 CCTV inspections 
4 Birds nests / blockages removed 
4 Fire rope replaced /stoves serviced 
4 Fire bricks replaced 
4 Carbon monoxide alarms installed 


tim@blackdownchimneysweep.co.uk 

www.blackdownchimneysweep.co.uk 





T 



If you are interested in 
advertising on our 


Local Services 

in the Blackdown Hills 


page please 
contact Alex 


Local Services in the Blackdown Hills 


on 


alex@tindle 

news.co.uk 



Wes terete 

•vfltoycmg 


or on 



01297 35750 
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Beautiful Kitchens do not have to cost a fortune... 



^^“KITCHENS LIMITED 





• Crown specialist dealer 

• Personalised approach to individual needs 

• Bespoke kitchens, bedrooms, bathrooms & home offices 

• Replacement door & worktop service 

• Ample FREE parking 


Please contact Keith for more details. 

Unit 6B, Lopen Business Park,TA13 5JS ~ 01460 242070 

wwwwatersidekitchens.co.uk 


FSB 
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Open Morning 


Bank Holiday Monday - May 1 st 2017 
9am -12 noon 


LEARNING FOR LIFE 



Excellent academic results 
Scholarships and bursaries available 
Superb sporting, music & drama opportunities 
A school fizzing with inspiring teachers 
Extensive network of buses throughout the region 
Fully co-educational Day and Boarding 
Ranked in The Telegraph's Top 10 Best Value UK Boarding Schools' 



Wellington 

O SCHOOL 


www.wellington-school.org.uk 
admissions@wellington-school.org.uk 
01823 668803 
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The technology has changed but the weather hasnit. 
Service only £199 Inclusive. 

Any make or model of vehide. 

Complimentary Services: 

Awhile you wait option with WiFi, TV, magazines and a great cup of coffee 
A price match promise any like for like written quotation (10 mile radius) 

Collection and Delivery service covering Exmoor and surrounding areas 
Pre-booked Courtesy Car 

Wash and Vac / ' • * 1 3 

58 point safety inspection 

Call the Service Team now on 01823 660660 
or email service@wellingtonmotors.co.uk 

Wellington Motors 4wd Centre 
01823 660660 

Taunton Vale House, Chelston, Nr. Wellington, Somerset TA21 9JE 

www.wellingtonmotors.co.uk 


MOTORTRADER 

INDUSTRY AWARDS 

WINNER 


NATIONAL CUSTOMER 
CARE AWARD 
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PART-EXCHANGES 
AND SERVICING 


Mobility Scooters; Riser Recliner Chairs; 
Adjustable Electric Beds and Bath lifts. 


(FREE - Local Delivery, Assembly, Installation.) 
SUPPLIERS OF ALL TYPES OF MOBILITY PRODUCTS: 

TEL: 01404 47201 


HONITON MOBILITY CENTRE, PROTECTEON PLUS, 
UNIT 5, DURHAM WAY BUSINESS PARK, HEATHPARK 
INDUSTRIAL ESTATE, HONITON, EX14 1SQ 













